


??LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION??

« Tokelau consists of three small coral atolls theat |
between latitudes 8 and 10 degrees south and /1 an
173 degrees west in a sea area of some 300, 000
sguare kilometres.

* Tokelau’s closest neighbour Samoa lies 480
kilometres to the south. Tokelau is relatively &ted,
where the only means of transport is by sea via
Samoa and it is from here that travel and shipmaént
supplies originate.



 The 2011 Tokelau Census of Population and
Dwellings showed Tokelau had a “de jure”
usually resident population of 1,411 people.
This count included usual residents absent
from Tokelau during the census, and
Tokelauan Tokelau Public Service employee
based in Apia, and their immediate families.



*The atolls are composed of calcium
carbonate reef, sands, and rock. The soils
are generally characterized as being highly
alkaline, highly porous, nutrient poor and
as having low humus content with a high
surface salinity.



e Cultivated food crops are generally limited
to breadfruit Artocarpus altilig, giant
swamp taro ‘pulaka’@yrtosperma
chamissonig taro palagi (Oanthosoma
sagittifolium); giant taro Alocasia
macrorrihizog; bananasNlus sp .2
varietiesl]); papayadarica papaya;
pandanus ‘fala’Pandanus ordoratissimys
pumpkin; and coconutfocos nucifera



e Itis generally recognized that Tokelau’s
greatest asset Is In its natural marine resources.
Tokelau’s fisheries are made up of an inshore
lagoon fishery, reef fishery and an abundant
offshore pelagic fish and deep-ocean fishery. It
has been reported that up to 55% of all animal
protein consumed in the atolls Is from reef,
migratory, and shellfishNDP unpublished
report).



e The atolls themselves have a relatively
species-poor ecosystem. The atolls have been
described (by others) as being, generally low
In both plant and animal diversity. Although
this may be expected on such a remote and
iInsular atoll environment, the further
degradation and/or loss of the limited
biodiversity Is highly cautioned.







e Tokelau is dependent on financial assistance
from New Zealand for its recurrent budget and
also for the majority of its infrastructure
developments. There is currently little
opportunity for diversification. Local revenue
IS primarily from the EEZ Fishing License
fees, locally imposed duties and taxes, freight
and boat fares and interest payments.









